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Thank you. Mr. Vice-President. This Council and the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination have recommended six times that the
Japanese government must recognize the Okinawans as indigenous people
and protect their rights. However, most Okinawans are unaware that they
are considered indigenous by the UN and have been repeatedly
recommended to do so. Even Okinawa Governor Denny Tamaki, who
addressed at the last Council meeting, has repeatedly stated that they have
never been declared indigenous or even discussed by the Okinawa
Prefectural Assembly or Okinawan society. The fact that such
recommendations are being issued when the Okinawans have neither SO
discussed nor demanded them is clearly an effort by a specific government (5 )
to divide the Japanese people and weaken them by making them fight
each other. The UN should not issue recommendations based on a
purposely manipulated and separatist report by those specific groups. We
call on this Council to dispatch the Special Rapporteur to Okinawa to meet
with Okinawans to learn about the real situation in Okinawa without
prejudice. We then ask the Council to revisit these recommendations.
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SIDE EVENT : Human Right in Okinawawa Japan
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. SIDE EVENT : Human Right in Okinawawa Japan

Governor Tamaki's showing that there is no basis for these recommendations

/"The qguestion of whether
Okinawans are Japanese or
indigenous is not discussed in the
prefectural assembly or within
Okinawa Prefecture, so | am not in

ka position to express my opinion."

Two important things revealed from Governor Tamaki's answer

» There is no debate at all about whether or not they are indigenous
people in Okinawa.

> It means that there is pressure from somewhere to Governor Tamaki not
to withdraw these recommendations, and he is playing with sophistry.

These recommendations were also rejected by the descendants
of the Ryukyu kings.

“We are Japan after all. We cannot
accept the UN's recommendations
on indigenous peoples. *

“The question is, who suggested to
the UN that the Okinawan people
are indigenous people? On what
basis did you make the complaint?
I'd like to ask them.”

\\ / RyuKyuan royal family.
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