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Thank you, Mr. Chair, Ladies, and Gentlemen, distinguished committee members, my name
is Satoru Nakamura. a member of the Okinawa Policy Research Forum of Japan.

| would like to speak on behalf of those who were born and raised in Okinawa Prefecture,
Japan.

To begin with, all people born and raised in Okinawa prefecture are Japanese,

having used the Japanese language, given a Japanese education and worked in Japan.l've
never thought that we are a minority within Japan.

After World War Il, Okinawa was under US military control. At that time, a movement by
enthusiastic Okinawans took place that demanded Okinawa need to be returned to the
homeland.Twenty-seven years later, Okinawa was officially returned to Japan.The very
source of the passion that propelled the movement for the return of Okinawa to Japan was
that we wanted to educate the children of Okinawa as Japanese.

Okinawa is a Japanese region with a complicated history.But Independence Movement from
Japan has never occurred. There has been no politician at all elected in Okinawa who
promises independence from Japan during the campaign.Never once in the past have voices
risen from Okinawa, asking for recognition or protection as an “indigenous people”. The
matter has never been discussed in the local assembly.

There is a group of people in Okinawa advocating independence movement, but they are
numerically tiny. The United Nations Committee seems to have made the recommendation
on which the destiny of 1.4 million people will be affected based on the argument made by a
few hundred people. To send the Recommendations, which say that Okinawan people, who
are in fact Japanese, are “indigenous people”, is to send the wrong message to the
international community, inflict unnecessary harm on the Okinawan people and infringe
upon their human rights.

This act is also against raison d'etre of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Therefore, we ask the committee to repeal the
recommendations immediately. . At the same time, in order not repeat mistake, we ask for
an investigation into the source of the misunderstanding concerning the Okinawan people
and to take relevant measures to prevent the recurrence of such a grave misconception.
Thank you very much for your attention.
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