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secretary of State Dean G. Acheson's speech, Crisis
in Asia - An Examination of U.S. Policy (January 12, 1950)

This defensive perimeter runs along the Aleutians to Japan and then goes to the
Ryukyus. We hold important defense positions in the Ryukyu Islands, and those we will
continue to hold. In the interest of the population of the Ryukyu Islands, we will at an
appropriate time offer to hold these islands under trusteeship of the United Nations.
But they are essential parts of the defensive perimeter of the Pacific, and they must
and will be held.
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